
 

 

 
Dear Friends,  
 
At Brebeuf, we strive to form ñMen for Othersò in the 
Jesuit and Presentation traditions. A ñMan for Othersò 
is one who helps others without being asked or 
pressured and who acts without seeking reward or 
fame. He puts his faith into action, recalling St. Jamesô 
words that ñfaith without works is deadò. Jesus is the 
paragon of the ñMan for Othersò and the model for us 
all, just as he was to our patrons : St. Jean de Brebeuf, 
Our Lady of the Presentation, and Blessed Edmund 
Rice. I am amazed by how many of our students and 
staff live up to this Christian ideal.  
 
Since 1963, Brebeuf has been a school of excellence. In 
this issue of The Relations, I am confident you will see 
much of which to be proud  in our boysô spiritual, 
academic, athletic, and social endeavours.  

 

We wish all students and staff a happy and safe 
summer and a well deserved rest. 
 
Michael Da Costa ô92, 
Editor  

 

 
 

 

FIRST YEAR ROBOTICS  SUCCESS  
 

By Mr. M. DôAddario 
 

The FIRST Robotics  competition was held at the 
Hershey Centre in Mississauga on the first weekend on 
April.  Twenty-five students from the Brebeuf Robotics 
Club participated and represented the school very well. 
 

This robotics tournam ent is a ñvarsity sport of the 
mindò, which combines sports with science and 
technology. Under strict rules, limited resources, and 
very precise time limits, our students were able to build 
a very competitive robot. Throughout the competition , 
the students put a great deal of time and energy into the 
completion of the robot in only six weeks. On average, 
students would stay until late into the evening and every 
weekend at school in order to complete their robot. 
 

Brebeuf  ended up making it to the quarter f inals, which 
was outstanding because this was our first year  entering 
this competition ! We were one of only three rookie 
teams to make it that far. Officially , we ended up in 15th 
place out of 47 teams at this regional tournament .  
 

I am very proud of our  students because they all 
dedicated so much of their time, especially on weekends, 
to make this competition a success.  

 

 

June 28  Graduation Mass & Breakfast 
June 30  Graduation Exercises 
July 31  Feast of St. Ignatius of Loyola S.J. 
Sept 6  Brebeufôs 48th Academic Year Begins  
Sept 26  Feast of St. Jean de Brebeuf S.J. 
Sept 27  CSAC Meeting in the Library at 7:00 pm 
Oct 2  Brebeuf Communion Breakfast 
  



 

 

Please keep the following in your prayers... 
 

* Mrs. Antonietta Di Fonzo RIP, mother of Mr. Joe Di  
Fonzo, former staff. 
* Mr. Ralph Jenkins RIP, father of Mr. Eamonn Jenkins, 
staff. 
* Mr. Frank Christie RIP, father of Mrs. Sandra Boetto, 
staff. 
* The Presentation Brothers, whose Chapter to elect new 
leadership will take place in Ireland in July.  
 

 

* Shaun Rana, Student Council President, has been 
awarded the University of Ontario Institute of 
Technology (UOIT) Presidentôs Scholarship, valued at 
$24,000 over four years. Shaun will be studying 
Bachelor of Information Technology programme.  
 
* Paul Attar ô94, who was given the Alumni Spirit 
Award for helping to coach the Brebeuf basketball teams 
for many years. Paul is a teacher at St. Teresa of Lisieux 
C.H.S. in Markham. 
 
* Boris Dyakov ô11, who was recognized with the 
Pickering Youth Leadership Award. 
 
* The Society of Jesus , which  celebrates 400 years of 
Christian service in Canada this year.  
 
* St. Josephôs Morrow Park, our sister school, which 
marked its 50 th  Anniversary  in May. An engraved 
statue of St Jean de Brebeuf was presented by us to the 
school as a token of the friendship between our two 
communities.  
 
* Mr. Mario DeThomasis , who celebrates his 25th 
year teaching at Brebeuf! 

 

BROTHER MAHER FUND  
 
A record amount of money was raised this year to 
support the operations of three Presentation schools in 
Ghana: Presentation JHS, Presentation Primary, and St. 
Charles Lwango JHS. Funding came from: student and 
staff collections each First Friday; a penny drive; 
donations from  friends and alumni; and a very generous 
grant from the Ontario English Catholic Teachersô 
Association for $4500. In all, we raised a record amount:  

 

$12,000  
 

The Presentation Brothers and their students greatly 
appreciate your generosity. 

 

BREBEUF BENEFACTORS  
 
Brebeuf College is very thankful for our generous 
benefactors and friends who have provided significant 
financial support for  our academic and extracurricular 
programmes. These include: 
 

The Brebeuf Alumni Association  
The Brebeuf Catholic School Advisory Council (CSAC) 

The Weigand Family and Imperial Robes 
Michael Colligan ó96 
George Macri ó68 

The Province of Ontario  
Front Street Capital 
Global Services Inc. 

First Robotics 
 
Funds were used for many purposes, including: 
- support of the Robotics Club; 
- purchasing  academic gowns for the Graduation 
Exercises; 
- acquiring new rugby uniforms;  
-  and sponsoring the Ghana trip and mission. 
 
Many alumni also donate to the school via the Alumni 
Association.  
 
For more information on giving to B rebeuf  and tax 
receipts, please contact Mike Da Costa at 
Michael.dacosta@tcdsb.org. 
 

TCDSB MINI -OLYMPICS  

 
On May 17, students and staff from Brebeuf  and Michael 
Power / St. Josephôs H.S. co-hosted the annual Mini -
Olympics for special needs students from  24 schools 
across the TCDSB at Downsview Park. These students 
had the chance to try new games and compete in a 
friendly atmosphere and make new friends. Senior 
Brebeuf students served as leaders and helped to run the 
games. For a news clip of the day, see: 

 
http://www.citytv.com/toronto/citynews/video/131648  



 

STAMP OUT POVERTY!  
 
The Presentation Brothers in Ireland are collecting used 
postage stamps for their ñStamp Out Povertyò campaign. 
The used stamps are sold to collectors and proceeds fund 
their missio ns in Ghana, Nigeria, Grenada, and St. Lucia.  
Brebeuf is assisting in this project. Anyone can drop off 
stamps to the main office and they will be sent to 
Ireland.   
 

GHANA SCHOLARSHIPS  
 
Brebeuf more than doubled the number of scholarships 
it offers to students at Presentation Junior H.S. in Ghana 
to attend secondary school. Without this assistance, 
these seven young people would not be able to further 
their education. It only costs approximately $650 to 
send a child to secondary school for three years. Thanks 
to all who supported, including:  
 

Brebeuf CSAC; Brebeuf Student Council;  
The Class of 2011; The Class of 1992 (Kevin Doyle, 

Sandro Morassutti, Da Costa, Paul McGovern);  
Elizabeth Marshall (LAT ô93); Trong Nguyen ó91 
The Paiva Family; Nicole Poncelet (LAT ô93) & 

M. Rogers ô82. 
 

We were also able to fund three years of junior high 
school for five primary students ($100 per year).  

Br. Andrew Asinga FPM, Headmaster of Presentation 
JHS , poses with s cholarship winners . 

 
YOUTH MINISTRY  

 
Did you know that o ver 100 students are involved in 
Brebeufôs Youth Ministry group, making it the largest 
club in the school? Led by student leaders and 
committed staff, the group promotes faith, prayer, 
service, and all things Catholic! To learn more, visit their 
website at  
 

www.brebeufyouthministry.com  

 

KAIROS ï GODôS TIME  
 
Kairos 4  was  held May 11-13 at Manresa Retreat 
Centre in Pickering. Over thirty Grade 11 students 
attended, guided by six student leaders, seven staff, and 
the Chaplain, Father Len Altilia S.J. Kairos has once 
again  proven successful in developing brotherhood and 
in improving studentsô relationship with family, friends, 
and God. The next retreats will be held November 2-4, 
2011 and in May, 2012. 

K4 participants at Manresa Retreat Centre  

 

 
 

MARCH FOR L IFE  
 
A dedicated contingent of Brebeuf students and staff 
joined Pro-Life groups from across Canada for the 
annual March for Life in Ottawa in May.  
 

 



 

GHANA 2011  
 

 
Michael Rychlewski and a new friend 

 
In March, eleven Brebeuf students, nine other students, 
and four teachers travelled to Ghana in West Africa for 
the schoolôs first overseas service trip. Students were 
immersed in the Ghanaian culture and hosted by the 
Presentation Brothers at their schools and missions. For 
seventeen days, students developed leadership skills, 
performed volunteer work, put their faith into action, 
began to understand the challenges facing the 
Developing World, and made lasting friendships and 
memories.  
 
The participants were : Jaime Addario, Robert 
Addario, Emmett Britton,  Ja  cob Ennis, Marek 
Kmiec, Leon Lui, Justin Miceli, Sam Pahad, 
Daniel Paiva, Keith Rodrigues, & Michael 
Rychelwski , Mr. M. Rogers ô81, Ms. T. Walsh, 
Mr. M. Da Costa ô92, Br. H. Spencer F.P.M .  
 
Thanks to all of our sponsors and friends. For more 
informati on on future trips, please contact 
Michael.rogers@tcdsb.org. 
 

AFRICAN REFLECTION S 
 

by Keith Rodrigues  
 
Stepping off the plane and into the damp heat of Accra 
was a feeling Iôll never forget. It took less than a minute 
and we were all drenched in sweat. The next morning we 
flew from Accra to a smaller city in northern Ghana 
known as Tamale. Upon arrival, we headed off on the 
long bus ride to our home for the next two weeks: the 
Catholic Renewal Centre in Kongo. After a series of 
briefings on the local customs of the people, we finally 
came to the reason for our trip: meeting and working 
with the children and students of Presentation Junior 
High School and Primary School. The children 
welcomed us warmly, and were fascinated by the 
cultural diversity that we, a s a group, brought to them. 
We were there to be servant leaders, and we spent many 

hours informing the children about Canada and doing 
more practical things like painting and cooking lessons. 
We exchanged impromptu lessons with them on 
speaking English and the local dialect, Frafra. During the  
Olympics that we organized, we taught them hockey 
while they dazzled us with their soccer skills.  
 
As time went on, we came to realize that these people 
werenôt poor; we were. They lived on barely anything, 
but were still more satisfied and grateful than us. It 
became more and more obvious that money wasnôt the 
deciding factor as to how rich people are. All the locals 
we had immersed ourselves with were live with the Holy 
Spirit, full of joy, and more than eager to welcome us 
into their homes and offer us what little they had. These 
were some of the greatest moments of the trip. 
Midway through our time in Kongo, we headed to a  
place called Tongo Hills. Here we saw the poorest of the 
poor. Quite a few of them were children, all severely 
malnourished and ridden with diseases. On the day of 
our visit, the heat averaged 55 degrees Celsius. Despite 
the conditions, once again we encountered children 
happy to see us. Their smiles were worth all that dayôs 
dehydration and gru eling heat. We also had the great 
fortune to spend some time at an orphanage in a place 
called Sirigu. They were most happy at the toys we had 
brought along for them. One little boy was so taken with 
the toy Mounties we brought that he never let go of his, 
and refused to eat until he understood he could keep it. 
 
There are really no words to describe my experience of 
Ghana. The heat, the sickness, the geckos, the people, 
the Jolof rice with tomato sauce, the nuns and the 
brothers, the rush and the calm, the guinea fowl and 
fish, the lengthy masses and endless repeats of ñwaka 
wakaò were all essential ingredients in making this trip 
the unforgettable experience it truly was. I will be 
forever indebted to those who made this trip possible: 
the staff of Brebeuf, the Presentation Brothers, the 
Sisters of Charity of Saint Vincent de Paul, and my fellow 
travellers. Although the trip may be over, the experience 
still lives on amongst the Ghanaians and Canadians, the 
true Ghanadians.  
 

 
Lauren Rogers, Justic Miceli, and Emmett Britton teaching about Canada 



 

 
Mr. Rogers shares the love with an orphan 

 
 

 

Ghanaians learning /ŀƴŀŘŀΩǎ ǎǇƻǊǘ from Justin 
Miceli 

Jaime Addario leads the lads in Olympic fun 
 

Keith Rodrigues & Bro. Henry pray the Angelus 
with a primary class 

 

The Canadians pose with the Presentation 
Brothers at their Novitiate in Logre 

 
 

 
Sam Pahad (3rd from right) visits a Ghanaian 

homes and learns about daily life and challenges 


